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DETAILED ACTION 

This application has been examined. The claims 1-3 are pending. The examination results 
are as following. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 2, the phrase "with possible shapes" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

For the purpose of this Office Action, the Examiner assumes the phrase "with possible 
shapes" should change to — to form shapes--. 

Claim 3, the phrase "can be shapes" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Drawings 

3. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because for the purpose of this Office Action, the Examiner suggests that fig. 2, the 
element 15 is changed to 14. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new 
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drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Boldin (US 
2006/0033714). 

As to claim 1, Boldin discloses in fig. 1, a hot-key mouse (mouse 100, fig. 1) has the 
characteristics that those hot keys (buttons 129, 130) with pre-defined functions (see 0053, lines 
16-19) are positioned between the left and the right mouse buttons of the mouse (100, because 
we considered when the two keys 129, 130 reached on top of the primary buttons 105 and 106, 
therefore the keys 129 and 130 are positioned between left and right mouse buttons 105, 106) 
and adjacent to a scroll wheel (123); those hot keys are appropriately positioned adjacent to the 
scroll wheel (123); a state of having the hot keys in the middle of both the left and the right 
mouse buttons is formed (because we considered when the two keys 129, 130 reached on top of 
the primary buttons 105 and 106, therefore the two keys 129, 130 would be in the middle of 
both the left and the right of primary buttons 105 and 106, fig. 1), thereby the hot keys and the 
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left and the right mouse buttons do not influence with one another to fit either a left or a right 
hand user for convenient navigation (because the keys 129, 130 and right, left primary buttons 
105, 106 having different positions and functions, therefore, they do not interfere with each 
other). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boldin (US 
2006/0033714). 

As to claim 2, Boldin disclose the hot keys (129, 130) are positioned adjacent to the scroll 
wheel as discussed above. Boldin does not disclose the hot keys to perform shapes of radiated 
petals, in order to add an overall artistic effect on the mouse. 

However, Boldin teaches the hot keys are formed of shapes of the distal phalange of the 
user's index finger and user's middle finger, respectively (see 0055, lines 7-10, this feature 
related to the shapes of radiated petals as claimed by the invention). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utility the hot keys are formed of shapes of the distal phalange as taught 
by Boldin for user's index finger and user's middle finger, respectively, because this would 
conform to an interior portion of the distal phalange of the index finger or the user's middle 
finger contacts a portion of the upper surface of the additional button when the user's index 
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finger or the user's middle fingertip is placed on the respective mould-formed contact area (see 
0055, lines 6-14) ), thus the shapes of the distal phalange also to add an over artistic effect on the 
mouse. 

As to claim 3, Boldin does not express the several hot keys shaped as irregular 
geometrical shapes. 

However, Boldin teaches the hot keys are formed of shapes of the distal phalange of the 
user's index finger and user's middle finger, respectively (see 0055, lines 7-10, this feature 
related to the key shaped as irregular geometrical shapes as claimed by the invention). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utility the hot keys are formed of shapes of the distal phalange as taught 
by Boldin for user's index finger and user's middle finger, respectively, because this would 
conform to an interior portion of the distal phalange of the index finger or the user's middle 
finger contacts a portion of the upper surface of the additional button when the user's index 
finger or the user's middle fingertip is placed on the respective mould-formed contact area (see 
0055, lines 6-14), thus the shapes of the distal phalange also to add an over artistic effect on the 
mouse. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kimnhung Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
March 30, 2006 



